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During the course of this semester you will be required to write three historiographical essays.  A historiographical essay is one in which you focus not only on of the substance of historians’ works (which would be a research paper), but also on the way in which historians have treated the subject over time.  To these ends, historiographies are as much about the period in which the histories were written, and subsequently the historians that wrote them, as they are about the period that they discuss.  For example, a historiography on nationalism in the early national period that includes works written in 1885, 1912, 1958, and 1995, is not so much about nationalism in the early national period as it is about the way nationalism was viewed by people in the 1880s, 1910s, 1950s, and 1990s.

The historiographies in this class will focus on historian treatments of marginalized groups in American history; more specifically Native Americans, African Americans, and women.  You will read five historical works and/or watch historical films (all assigned by me) from different decades in the twentieth century to prepare for this essay. Each historiographical essay should be no more than three pages and should include the following three elements:

1. A one paragraph summary of each work with emphasis on the way the historian describes or “treats” the group (Native Americans, African Americans, women).  This is a descriptive section with you merely stating concisely the historian’s interpretation.  This should take up about one page.

2. An analysis of what each work and the treatment of the subject group in that work says about the time in which the work was written.  For instance, if discussing a work written in the 1930s about Chinese immigrants at the turn of the twentieth century, you should address what the work says about the perception of people toward immigrants in the 1930s in this section.  A key question to answer here is, “What factors existed during the time period in which this was written that would limit/skew historian perspectives of this subject group?”  This should take about one and one-half pages.

3.  An evaluation of the accuracy of the claims made by the historians.  You will want to answer the question, “Which one (if any) of the interpretations offered by historians is accurate?”  This is the place where you insert your opinion, but be sure to offer evidence from the various interpretations to back your claims.  This section should constitute about one-half page.

In addition to these three sections, which should be included in each of your essays and should act as an outline for your writing, I will provide several questions for each treatment group that will act as a more definitive guide to you as you read and write.

